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Wherein 1s contained, 
I. - The power of the Presbyterian Government. 
IT. The perſons in whom this power us placed. 
III. The exerciſe of the Presbyterian power in Scotland, 
and the Lawes there impoſed on the peoples necks. 
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THE 
TROFAXN HORSE 
OF THE 
Presbyteriall Government 
Unbowelled. 


I have obſerved, That'it hath been the Rtudi- 
SZ || ous endexyour of many men to procure the 
Bye jj eltabliſhment of 1t amongſt us, as appears by 

<1 the importunity of divers Petitions to that 
purpoſe preſented to the Parliament; and 
4 that upon pretence, that they are thereto en- 
| ' gaped by the Solemne League and Covenant. 

I note alſo, That the Parliament hath artificially declined the eſta- 


bliſhment thereof, by ordaining Commiſſioners in every County ' 


to ſuperintend the proceedings of the Presbyteries, and to receive 
Appeals from them, and by reſerving the Supreme Power 
of the laſt ſentence, in themſelves : and that they have ſo. firme- 
ly adhered to this their Ordinance, as that they could not be 
removed: from their reſolution by the moſt potent ſollicita- 
t1ons. __” 
This great difference of judgement between perſons ſo confide- 
_ Fable, hath induced me to uſe my belt diligence to underſtand the 
_— that Government, about which they doe ſo perniciouſly 
agree. . | 


- To that end, I have carefully informed my ' judgement, = 


confidering the Frame of it, avit is ſet downe in that Modell of 
Diicipline which is-contained in Ty Plalme-Book, and in the 
2 two 
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two Bookes of Diſcipline,and the Confeſlion of their Faith: ſome 

of which Iknoy, and all of them I beleeve to be now the Muni- 

ments of that Church. | IT i F108 

If they be, I think. I have truly golleRed from them, that their 
Church-Government 1s pernicious to Civill Power, - grievous: to 
ſach as muſt live under it, ang apr to diſturb the common Peace z 
and that therefore thoſe that ure ſs earnelt for it, (at the beſt) doe 
but aske they know pot what,and that the Parliament have reaſon 
todenytheip xequalts. 3 i XS - N i \J 

If they be not, they are the mofe to blame that ſeek toobtrude 

that yoke upon us, and inforce it-by the ,ebligation of an Oath, 
which they regard not before hand to acquaint us with, that we 7 

_ may —_ (45 men and Chriſtians) reſalye what is fit for | 
us to doe. 

Hewlſoever, I have detergined to put 


Irfto this Form,my Col- 
leRions concerning that Government and Diſcipline, together ! 
with the Granods from whence they are drawnc, that they may {| 
be to my {clfe a teltimony,that I baye not neglected the means of 
mine own information , & it any otbers ſhall happento ſce them, 
that they (bcholding at once the inference and the evidence} may. 
pronounce as they {hall find cauſe, = re ES 
! Ang I ſhall oþfervethis order, ta,confider ſeverally, Firft, the 
Pawer whichthe Sgots challenge as due to thejrForm of Church- 
Government,and what:Bounds they ſet betweene it and the Ciy1ll 
Power. Secondly, the perions in whom it 1s placed, Thirdly, 
the manner bow 1t-is exerciſed, and the Lawes which it iwpoſgth. 


onthe people, _ - 
| | Of the Pawer of the Presbycarian Government. 
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"Here are but two wayes to bonnd it, that it overflew not 
all. The one, the ſubordination. of the Nationall Aſſembly to 
an Qecumericall; and though I know; nothing to the contrary, | 
but that they acknawledgethis ſubgidigatipn, . yet-no. uſe can be | 
of it, (as thiogs now ſand) becauſe. in theſe fag diviſions | 
- of Chriſtendome, a generall Councell _ be called : oy _ 
the: obardination thereof ta the GivillPoaes, which: be- 
I. meangs to keep them withip their limits, it is 
neeatary to, ggulbler what roipedt the Prewyiterians SIS 
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it. They would ſeem to aſcribe much to the Civill; Magiltrate, 
for they acknowledge, that the Civill Power is Gods Ordinance, - 
which they tht gaz zbaut ta take a way, ar confound, arg enemies 
of mankind, 8nd of Gods expredle will,hat the Civill Magiſtrates 
are to be highly eſteemed ,' that to; them. chicfly and principally 
the canſervation and purgation of Religion appextaineth: and 
therefore it is ſinfu]l to refift them. Large Confeſ. of Faith, 
Artic.25. ' | hy rut 

_ They affirme, That the Miniſters and others of the Ecclefiaſti- 
call Eſtate gre ſubjc& tg the Magiltrate Civil in «xtecn: Ul things: 
and that the Civill Power may .command the Spiritusll to doe 
thaje office, according to the Word of God. 2. Booke of Diſcip, 
Chap. 1. | | 

They ſay, It appertains ta the Office of a Chriſtian Magiſtrate, 
to make Lawes and Confittutions agreeable to Gods Word for 
the advancement of the Kirk,and Policy thereof, without uſurping 
the power of the Keyes. 2 Booke of Dif. Chap.10, © 
_ Yet if the matcer be well examined, it will be found that all 
theſe faire worgs are but like dercuries piping to bring Argus 
aſleep 2: For, _ , : 
I. They challenge-a power abſolute and ind-pendent of. the 

King,to convene in Aſſemblies at their owne pleature, and toap- 
point the time and place themſelves. Hear their own words. 
. ** All the Ecclefiaſtical Afdemblies haye power to! convene 
* lawfully together for treating of things concerning the Kizk, 
<< and pertaining totheir charge. They have power to appoint 
< times and places to that cff-&, and at one meeting ta ,appeint 
< thediet, time and place for another. 2, Bookg of Ds/cipline, 
Chap. 7. £1.46 
* 3 Theyclaume power to themſelves to make Conſtitutions Ece 
Clefialtical}, without the conſent of the Chriſtian Magiftiate» .::;..; 

' * For this orders cauſe, they may make certaine Rules and 


« Conſtitutions , appertaining to the good bebavioursof all. the 


cc — of the Kirk intheir vocation. 2. Book of Diſcipline, 
Chap.7. a5T 
--.3 They claim power to abrogate the Lawes of the Land tqueh- 
ing Eccleſaſticall matters-if they judge theaw haxtfull or anprofi- 
table. For ſothey ſay, DU TTTSTE 
< They have power alſo to apgagate and aboliſh ull Sar aps | 


_— 
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|  Precbyteriall Government 
e« Ordinances concerning Ecclefiaſticall matters, that arefound 
*noyfome and unprofitable, and 1greenot with the time, or arg 
«« abuſed by the people.2. Book of Diſcipline, Chap.7. - 

4. They require the Civil Magiſtrate to be ſ\ubje& to this their 
Power, © To Diſcipline muſt all the Eſtates within this Realme 
< beſubject, as well the Rulcrs as they that are ruled. 1. Booke of 
Diſcipline, Head 7." | 

« As the Miniſters and others of the Ecclefiaſticall State are 


« ſabje& to the MagiſtrateCivill, ſoought the perſon of the Ma- 


_ _ be ſubje& to the Kirk ſpiritually, and in Ecclefiafticall 
« Government. 2 Bookof Dsf. Chap.1. | 
'*©As Miniſters ate ſubje& tothe judgement and puniſhment 
« of the Magiſtrate in exteroallthipgs, ifthey offend, ſo oughr 
< the Magiſtrates to ſubmit themſclves to the Diſcipline of the 
a uany if they tranſgreſſc in matters of Conſcience, and Religion, 
1bilems, | | 
« The Nationall Agzmblies of this Countrey called com- 
- © monly the Generall Aﬀemblies, onght alwaies to be retain- 
* ed in their own liberty, and have their owne place ; with pow- 
* erxto the Kirk, toappoint times and places convenient for the 
* ſame :and all men, as well Magiſtrates as Inferiours, to' be 
«* ſabjc& tothe judgement ofthe ſame in Ecclefi:ſticall cauſes, 
« without any reclamation or appellation to ary Judge Civill 
«* or Ecclcſiaſticall within the Realme. 2. Booke of Diſcipline, 
Ea, FL; £254 1509 0” 5 
« The Princes and Magiſtrates not being exemed, and theſe 
* that are placed inthe Ecclefiaſticall Eſtate rightly ruling and 
& R=—_s God hall be glorified, &c. 2, Beoke of Diſcipline, 
Chap.13. 
: any man ſhall wonder how theſe infolent claimes can ſtand 
with their former expreffions, in favour of the Civill Magiſtrate ; 
Jet him know, that there be two Texts in their Booke of Diſci- 
pline, that will open this myltery, and reconcile the contradi- 
Qion, | : 
Thefirſt, | eb: | COLO 
«The Magiſtrate neither ought to prezch, miniſter the Sx- 
**.craiments, nor execute the Cenſures of the' Kirke ; tior yet pre- 
« ſcribe any rule kow it ſhould be done, but command the Mini- 
 ſters to obſcrve:therule commandedin the Word, and puniſh 
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* the Civill Juriſdiction, but teach the Magiſtrate how it: ſhoul 
* be exerciſed according to the Word. Chap.1.. | / 

By this it appeares, that all the power they allow the Civill 
Magiſtrate in Church-affaires, is onely to be the Executioner of 
their Decrees. | 

The ſecond, 

« Although Kings and Princes that be godly, ſometimes by 
*theirown Authority when the Kirk is corrupted, and all things 
* out of order,place Miniſters, andreſtore the true ſervants of the 
< Lord, after the exampl: of ſome godly Kings of Juda, and di- 
< vers godly Emperours and Kings alſo in the light of the New 
«© Teſtament : yet wherethe Miniftery of the Kirk is once liwfully 
< conſtitute, and they that are placed doe their office faithfully, 


<< all godly Princes and Magiſtrates ought to heare and ovey their 


* voice, andreverence the Majcſty of the Son of God ſpeaking in 
< them. 2.Booke of Diſ.Chap,10. | 
This Text (I confcfſe) is faſt and looſe. For who ſhall be 


. Judge whether the Church be corrupted and all things out of or- 


der , or whether the Miniſtery be lawfully conſtitute, and the 
Office faithfully diſcharged ? Shall the King? Their Practiſe 


 ſhewes that they will not allow that. Shall the Miaiſtery bs 
. Judge?-Then the power given to Princes in a corrupted Church, 


1s jult nothing : For ſure, the Miniſters will not condemne them= 
ſelves. 

If any thing of certainty can be made out of this Oracle, it 
i$this ; That the Presbyterian Government mult be ſuppoſed to 
be the onely orderly Government, and all the proceedings of 


- It juit; and Kings and Princes may claim a power to caft ont any 


other Government and ſet up that : but when that is once up, 


_they muſt then bee content with what the Afſembly will allow 


them. | £ 
5 Totheir Doctrine that it isunlawfull to reſiſt the Civill Ma- 


Liltrate, they give theſe bounds, while he doth his duty, and go- 


verneth as he ought. F TE: 
« To diſebey or refiſtany that God hath placed in Authority 
« ( whileſt they paſſe not over the bounds of their office )———= 


_ « weconfeſſe or affirmeto be ſin, Large, Confeſc Art. 155.7 


* We coofefle and avoy that ſuch as refit the ſupoageFower, 


_ -*the Tranſgreflory by Civill meanes. ..The Miniſters exerce net 
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 13©d6ing that thing which appertaincth/to his charge; doe vefiſt 


& Gods Ordinance, and therefore cannot be guiltleſſe. / Lerge 
Ceufe/ Art. 25. Wo EQ55, | 

From theſe premiſſes Tthinke the inference is good, that if 

the ſupreame power paſſe the bounds of his Office, if hedoenot 

that thing which appertaineth to his charge, if he doe thecontra- 

ry, if he miſ-governe, then they hold reſiſtar.ce to be no finne, nor 

"the SubjeRts that reſiſt him to be guilty of refiſting Gods Ordi- 

nance. 

_ Ir may be that the generall diſaffeRton to Regall Power, in 

' theſe diltratons, may rerider ſome men lefſe apprehenſive of the 

dar gerousconſequences of this Doctrine,and the formerClaimes; 


"a5 ſuppoſing them to have no other drift, then to elip the wings of 


Royall Prerogative. 

But this is a groſfſe and dangerous miſtake : and whoſoever 
ſhalbeenveſted with that Civill Power which ſhalbe takenfrom 
the King, be it the Parliament, or whoſoever elſe, muſt-looke to 
faccced him in the theavy enmity which this Presbyterian Power 


"will exerciſe againſt the Civill Power (when it doth not com- 


ply with them ) in what hands ſoever it be placed. For, theſe m- 
croachments of theirs are not upon the King, as diſtinguiſhed 


'from- other Magiſtrates; but upen the Crivill Magiſtrate in com= 


mon, whoſoever he be, 2s appeares plainly by the former Teſti- 
monies, ST t 4 

. So that if they have a minde tocalla generall Aſſembly, thongh 
'the'King/ and Parliament finde ic needlefle; or (in regatd of - cir- 
-cuitiftances of time, place, or diſtempered affefions in'the 
"Miniſters, or People) inexpedient, or dangerous ; they will ovet- 
'rofe, though to the hiphelt difleryice of the State; and muſt be 


-obeyed. = | : = 
4 Mithey zpree pon any-Bcelefrlticall 'Conftitations and Ci- 
nons, though the King and Parliament judge them never ſo'ton- 


©trary tothe Lawes tending'to thehurtof the Kingdonie, yet muſt - 
"they yecldto this Presbyterian Power. - | 


_. If the Kingand Parliament make any Lawes'concerfimg the 
uffffres of che-Chirch; which te ioftotheit liking, they may 
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generall Aſſembly, but (in ſubordination to that) to the Didateg 
of every petty Parochizll Seſlioa where their perſonall reſidence 
and abode ſhall be, yon DORN : 
Laftly, If the King and Parliament will governe contrary to 
their will and pleafure, their principles will allow them to incite 
the peopleto reſiſt them. 
After ſorank acrop of weeds, . pernicious to Civill power, I 
know not what regard will be had to the gleanings : which (yet) 
would not be loſt. PE. 43 = "acai 
6 Therefore if the Civill Migiſtrate punifh not wich death 
ſuch as intheir Judgement deſerveit;: they order that the Church 
may excommunicate the offender, not onely tor his crime, but as 
ſuſp:& to haveicorrupted the Tempoiali:] udge. 4 
..- *©Itno remedy by them, cande found, (that is by the. Magi- 
< ſtrates) then ulily may the, Church pronounce the off:nder 
* excommunicate, as one ſulpe&, beſides his crime, to have cor» 
« rupted the Judges, revengers of blood, Order of excdimmunica- 
tion inthe Pſalm Booke, _.. © RODE | | 
So that if the. Civill Judges thinke not 'fit co proceed againſt 
every one whom they hold a capitall offender, not only the re- 
puted: offender: ſhall -be. excomunicate, hut. in. the publication 
of the Sentence the Judges (hall be openly defanigd as corrupt, 
and that upon a ſuſpition thus weakly grounded. © | 
7 They determine that the Temporall Magiftrate is boundto 
puniſh Adultery.with death, by Gods own Law. _ 6 
--;*Ttis cleerly. knowne tous,: that NN. ſomtiings baptized inthe 
* name of the Father, of the Sonne, and of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
< ſo reputed and counted for a Chriſtian, hath fearcfully fallen 
« from the ſociety of Chrilts body, by committing of cruell and 
< wiltull murther,(or by,.committing filthy Adultery,8c. ) which 
* crimeby the Law of God deſerveth death. Order of Excom, in 
TO TE TE Ooooh coy, 
. © Blaſphemy,adultery,tmurder, perjury,and other crimes capital 
* worthy of death, ought not properly to fall nnder cenſure of 
< the Kirk: becauſe all ſuch open tranſgreflors of Gods Law ought 
< tobe taken away by the Civil Sword. 1, Bookof Dſcip. Head . 
*« Marriage,/;once' lawfully contrated,, may not 'be dif- 
< ſolved at mans pleaſure as. our, Maſter, Cyx1sT Js 3us 
< doth' witneſſe, unlefle adultery be 4omnpntted : which (OE 
F941 02 v _ © luſtiCt= 
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. Judicialls. of A/oſes as well as , this which is one of them : as 


jo. A 


* ſofficiently prov: 8, in preſebceof the Civill Magifitve, thein= 
*necent (if they fo require) ought to be pronoureced free, and 
wc the, hops ovoht, ght,to ſuff-r death, as God hath commanded, 
I. Booke of Diſciy, Head g, $t ct. of Marriage. 

If this be true, has (for ought 1.ſee}* wee bound to all the 


namely, to puniſh theft, not with death/bat reſtieution ; beſides 
many other touchitg inheritances, purchaſesand other 
Temps ; which would cauſe infiait changes and confuſtonsin our 
all LaWES. 
"They hold'it wilawfull for the Civit Magiltratets pardon 
pat offenders. 7 
<« In the feare of God, we fignifie unto your Honoars, That | 
<« wholſoeyer perſurades you that ye my [pardon where God ! 
«cemmandeth death, deceives your ſoules, arid provokes you ! 
c *{toglfend God) 5 Mhjeſty.. 'T  Booke of Diſcip. Head. 9g. 
© This puts ſuch atyetipon Princes, us tobs chem of theexercife | 
of their noblcſt vertue, mercy ; ; inclines offerndevs tobc deſperate, . 
and in ſuch diſtraCtcd times as this, rixy prove dftruQive to tho 
Kingdome, . . 
9+ "They . Fes it 23 a duty 'of 1Chriſtian Magiltrate, that 
if heed r<quife, hee. tmaintaihe the © Miniſtery wich bis owne 
Rents. - 
If pertaines tothe Office ofa Chriſtian Magiſtrate——to 
«(ce that- ſufficient Hou rovifion be made for the' Miniſtery, the 
* Schooles, and the. :xf1d Tf they have not ſufficient to 
* awaitupon their charpes, 'to ſupply their indigence, even with 
GE, 'owne Rents if feed We. 2. Books of Diſcipline, 
4p. T0. .. 
| Compare, biit this the power which 'the Precbyrerians 
claime over the Civill fink, Tnfit wileppeare, that their 
Diſcipline awill allow them to be J udges, whetherneedirequire | 
that the Miniſtery hould be'mainreinied out ofthe Kings Rents ; | | 
ou if they finde that it Goe, then'to pronounce thavitighigef- | 
oe, and duty 20 pak he the-aHowance/and to-compellihimitodoe 
Ne es yok EAR "Churches 2, oor an praerian 'kis Subjects to | 


a Traps againlt tien Mallobifokiclhyrauſe ;- 7! 
This isa open Bel de forthe. out themſelves large 
Caatells out of the Kivys Revyemts, - w ' 


0, They 


- 3a, They diſtinguiſh the obj of Civill and Eccleſfiaſticall 
power, not by the matter it ſelfe which may be the ſame in both ; 


but by the divers :ends propofed by theſcverall pawers; 
« The Magiſtrate commandeth cxternall things for externall 


- the «© peace and quictneſle 2moneg(lt the Subj<As : the Miniſter hand- 


TT © [eth externall things, oncly for gonſcience-cauſe, 2, Beoke of 
des Diſcip, Chap.1, bf F E ; 
oral ' Here both ihe Miniſter and Magiſtrate deale with the fame exe 


our | tervallthings; andthe diff-reneq:is anely 10 the end, So that. þy. 
» }# their Platform they may deal with all Civil Cauſes for a Sp'tituall 
don | end, which the Pope niually exprefies with this claufe, 1n ordine 
| | adbenum Spirituale, and theſe men (to the ſame eff; ) 7» ordine. 
That | ad bomens Ecolefie: But both he and they doe by this diltintion, 
Ged | uſurpuponthe'CivillMagiſtrze, _ -. n+ Ft 7 bb 


7 | Ofthe Perſons in whom this Power ts placed, ; ; 
reife : "Hispower is (inthe Seattiſh Platforme) put intothe hands, - 
rate,.. | partly of the Miniſters of the Parjſhes throughout the Kinge s 


>the | dom,wha admitno Superiority of one over another, but a parity 

; ! andequality of all, and partly of Lay-Elders, who medgle not 
that | With the adminiſtration of the Word and Sacraments, but are 
wne | -choſenbythe people ont of every Pariſh to jJoyne with the Mi- 

. | niſters inthe Government of the Kirk: and all Government and 
—to | Dilcipline, isexerciſed joyntly by them, by plurality of voices: - 
the in theſeverall Pariſhes by the Miniſters and Lay- Elders of the 
tto  fame,whoareſubordinate toa Claflis made-up of the Miniſters 
vith — and Elders of the Parifhes within the bounds thereof, as the ſeven 
line, ra}} Clafles aretothe Provinciall Afſembly, confiſting of Miniſters 

© and Elderschoſen outofevery Claflis withia.the Province, and 

jars  Provinciall Afemblies are.in like manner ſubordinate to the Na= 
their  fionall Afembly confiſtingof ' ſuch a pumber of Minifters and 

we | Lay-Elders as the ſame Afdembly fhall thinke- fit, choſen out 
nts: | of allthe Provinces of the Kingdome : and this Nationall Afgſems 
zof= | bly (fince Occumenicall Councells cannot be hoped for) acknow- 
doe | ledgethno Superiourapen earth. All theſe points (it. things fo 
tsro | wu echnowledgodneed it) areproed by thele enſuing Gutho- 
43 : t LETS 19 86S 49 433 © —_—_ WO» 2. 
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Prechyteriall Government | 


* ken, they are all one with the Miniſters, 2. Books of Ds/. 

Chap.11, "4 | | | | 

The conjurion of Lay-Elders with them in the, Govern- 
ment, | | > ore Hogtt gd Poa 

*It js not neceſfiary that all Elders be alſo Teachers: of the 

« Word. 2. Booke of Di{.Chap.6. | 

« Their office isas well ſeverally as conjunly to watch dilj- 


* gently upon the flack conimitted to their charge, both publikely 
« and privately, that nocorruption of Religion or manners enter; 


«© therein. 16, | 

«Their principall Office is to hold Aſſemblies with the Paſtors, 
< and Doors ( who arc alſo of their number) for eſtabliſhing, 
* of good. order and execntion of Diſcipline : unto the which 
« Afemblies all perfons are ſubjeR that remaine within their 
« bounds. 16. | | 

<* Inaſſembling the people, neither they without the Minifters, 
<« nor the Miniſters without them, may attempt any thing. P/alas 
Book T it, Of the Elders, &c, 

<« The Paſtors or Miniſters chiefe office ſtandeth in preaching 
« the Word of God, and miniſtring the Sacraments : ſo that- in 
« conſultations, judgements, eleRions and other politicall affairs, 


OTB <6 - 
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« his connſell rather then authority taketh place. 165d. 7:11. of the : 


Miniſtersofficeand duty. 
,- © The Elders being eleRted muſt be adineniſhed of their of- 


« fice, which is; to aſſiſt the Miniſters in all publique aftaires of + 


« the Kirk, to wit, in determining and judging cauſes, in giving 
« a&qmenition to the licentious liver, in-having reſpect to the 
* manners and converſation of all men, within their charge, 


<< Yea the Senjors ought to take heed to-the like manners, di- | 
*« Hgence, and ſtudy of their Miniſters s.. If hebe worthy of ad- 
« monition, they "maſt admoniſh him ; of corre&ion, they muſt. | 
« corre& him, &c, 1 Booke of Di/cip. 8, Head, Of the eletion of + 


Ll x 


Elders, &c. | 
TheirelcRion by the people. 


« Ment of beſt knowledge in Gods Word; and: cleaneſt life, 
< menfathfull, .and of moſt honeſt converſation; that. can, be * 
« found in the Kirk, muſt be nominate to be in eleQtion,, and | 
« their names muſt be publiquely read to:the'whole Kirk by the | 
« Miniſter ,. giving them advertiſement that. from: amonglt | 


«them. 
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v0 Habowelled,' 
* them muſt be choſen Elders and Deacons. 16iders; + 

* If any man know other of better qualities within the Kirk 
* then theſe that benominated, ler:them be put in cle&ion, that 
*the Kirk may have the choice. 161d,  - | % Yay 

*©]r pertaineth to the people, and to. every ſoverall Conegregt- 
* tion, to elect their Miniſter, 1 Booke of Diſcipline, 4 Head, Ot 
Miniſters, &c. | 

* And becauſe this order which Gods Word craves, cannot 
* ſtand with Patronages and/preſentation to Benefices , uſed in 
* the Popes Kirk 3 we'defireall them that truely feare God, ear- 
* neſtly to conſider, that for as much as the names of Patrona- 
*© ges and Benefices, together with the effe& thereof, have flow+ 
* ed from the Pope, and corruption of the Canon Law onely, in 
* ſo far as thereby any perſon was inttuſted or placed over Kirks 
* having Cxram animarum : and for as much as that manner of 
*© proceeding hath no ground in the Word of God, but is contrary 
*to the ſame, and to the ſaid liberty of eleion, they ought not to 
* have place in this light of Reformation. 2. Book of Di/ſcip. 
Chap.12, -- | | 

"The ſubordination of their Elderſhips, and Aﬀembli.s, and 
how they {hare this power among them. 

« Elderſbips and Afſcmvlies are commonly conſtitute of Pa- 
« ſtors, Du@ors, and ſuch as we commonly call Elders, that la- 
* bour not inthe Word and Do&trine, 2 Bookof Ds/. Chap.7. 

« Afen.blies are of foure ſorts. For, either they are of particu- 
< lar Kirks and Congregations, one or moe ; or of a Province, or 
<« of a whole Nation, or of all and divers Nations profeſling-one 
« Jeſus Chriſt, 16:4, 

« The fiſt kind and {rt of Aﬀemblics, although they be within 
«* particulai Congregations, yet they exerce the Power, Autho- 
« rity, and Juriſdition of the Kirk with mutuall conſent ,; and 
<« therefore beare ſometime thenameof th:Kirk, When we ſpeak 
<« of the Elders of the particular Congregations, we mean not that 
« every particular Pariſh-Kirk can or may kave their own particu» 
« lar Elderſhips, ſpecially in Landward; but we think three, four, 
<< moreor fewer particular Kirks/may have one Elderſhip come 
« mon to them all to.judge their Ecclefiaſticall cauſes. Y<t this 1s 
* mcetthat ſome of the Elders be choſen out of every particular 
* Congregation, 1654... ax 


© Precbotehidll Goneyment 
<< Tt pertaines to the Elderſhip totake heed that the Word of 
*© God be purely preached within their bounds, the Sacraments 
;< rightly miniſtred, the Diſcipline rightly maintained, and the 
* © Fcclefiaſticall goods uncorruptly diſtributed. It belongs te 
< this kind of Aſſembly, to cauſe the Ordinances made bythe 
© Aſemblies Provinciall, Nationall, and Generall to be kept 
* and put in execution. To make Conſtitutions which concerns 
<< 70 epimy in the Kirk, for the decent order of theſe particular 
*« Kirks where they governe, (provid:d that they alter norules 
** made by Generall- or Provyinciall Afſemblies, and that - they 
5 make 'the Provinciall Aſſemblies fore-ſecn of theſe Rules that 
* they ſhall make) and aboliſh them that tend te the hurt of the 
« (ame. Ithath power to excommunicate the obſtinate, The 
*« power of cle&ion of them who beare Ecclehafticall charges 
*< pertaines to this kind of Afcmbly within their owne bounds, 
«being. well erected and conſtiruted of many Paſtors and Elders 
« of ſufficient ability, By the like reaſon their depoſition alſoper- 
« tains fo this kind of Aſſembly; as of them that teach erroneous 
« and corrupt Dodtine, that be of landerous life, &c. /bidews, 
; © Provinciall Afﬀetnblies we call lawfull conventions of Pa- 
« (tors, Doors, and other Elders of a Province gathered for the 
« common affires of the Kirk thereof. 1b3Jem. = 
- << This Aſſembly hath power to handle, order, and redrefle al 
— —_ committed or done amifle in the particular Aſſemblies. 
Tpidems., | | 
- © And generally their Aſſemblies have the whole power of 
** the particular Elderſhips whercof they are colleed, /65dems, 
« The Natiorall Aſſembly which is Generall to us, is alaw- 
* fglt Corventionof the whole Kirks of the Realm. 1634em, 
#::Nane are fubje&tto repair tothis Afſembly to vote, but 
* Ecclefii(ticall - perſons to ſuch/a number as ſhall be thought 
*© 600d by the fame Aflembly. 4videw. reTees 
« This Afenbly is inftitate, that all things either committed 
<< or done amifſe inthe. Provinciall Afſemblies, may be redrefled 
© urd- handled : and things: Generally Grving for the weale of 
*<cke whole body of the Kirk within & raps. fan, may. be fore- 
:: {@&}/ptreated, and fet forth to Gods glory. -bidews, 11, + 
' Now if the Presbyecrian: powerit ſelfe bs ſo pernicious as it 
appears to be by what was faid before, ſurely to put jt into fach 
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hands a$by this Modell are to have it, mnſt needs make all Juditi- 
vous and impartiall men much more averſe from it. ; 

For firſt, that it admits of no Superjority of ane above atn- 
other, but requires a purity of thoſe that govyerne, 15 like topra- 
tance manifold inconveniences. | Te 

The reſolutions both in publique affaires, and private mens 
cauſes will be .very flow ; becauſe many men, will beof different 
jadgements #nd aff:&ions: and fuch as are notfoon brought to 
'#prec in one determination, FF 

The difference of Qpinjons and Intereſts is like to breed faRti- 
ans 4ndcontentions, 

The decifiens are in danger to be often corrupt, becaule it is 
earder to frnd many menof kill and integritythenone, 

Theſe inconveniences are like to be bredby a parity of many 
Governours +41d thoſe that Epiſcopacy 1s accuſed of, arc 
not likely to be removed by this parity, but augmented rather, 
for both reaſon and cxperience may teach us, that amongſt many 
equals, popularity will make ſome one the leader of _ ret ; 
and he'wHll offend more boldly then if he wereindecd a Biſhop, 
: becauſe howſocver he doamifle, yet he can cxTulſe himfelfe, and 

*hy the blame vpon others. | 

Secondly the mixture of Lay-men and Miniſters together in 

| the excreiſeof this power ts of verydangerous conſequence. 

It is liketo breed zmulations between the Minilters and the 

'Laity, while ezch one fides with his own order againſt the other. 

Men groſ:ly ignorant in matters of Divinity, muſt be Judges 

'-of DoQtrine z 2nd they that cannot inaſmall time be taught 
what hereſie 1s, mach lefle how to diſcern herefte from truth, 
determine of it, and others be bound to ſubmit totheir judge- 
- Men whoſe education and imployment is either in the field, 


orthke ſhop, of whoma wife man once ſaid, That they ſhould 


not be ſought for in publique ceuncell nor -fit -on the -Jud- 
\ges feat, becauſe they underftand not the {eritence of Julge- 


nor' would carefor'it ifrhey knew'r, (for where the minde that 


: ſhotild Tuleis wenke, the corrupt'paſfions' that [Mould be ruled, | 


breake out 'into-all diſorder: )Thefe mult 'be truſted with the 
making of Church-Lawes, and Government even _ 


Presbyteriall Government 


- things that coneern the precious ſouls of men for whom Chriſt 
died ; to ſay nothing of their quiet, their reputation, and their pur- 
ſes, which will be all expoſed to thoſe injuries that may be expe« 

-Redfrom blind malice, revenge, envy, covetouſneſſe, partiality, 
and inſolence. All theſe miſchiefs are the more to be feared, in re- 
gard of the diſtempers of this ſad time,in which this Goverament 

13 ſoughtto beerected. | | 

For thoſe that are ſlaves totheir corrupt affeRions, and apt to 
be :ranſportcd by them,though they be not provoked, will much 

-more violently purſne their bad deſigns, if power be then put 1hto 
their hands, when they are chafcd to ſo high a decree of acrimony, 

This would the rather be thought of, becauſe the entrance into 
any bufinefle of concernment as it is good or evil), lightly ſeaſons 

«the ſubſequent proceedings with: the fame reliſh : ſo that incon- 
veniences brought in at the firſt ſetling of a Government, can 
hardly ever after be rooted out. X 

Thirdly, let it be conſidered what kind of perſons ſtand faireſt 
to be choſen for Lay-Elders. x 
If wee make our judgement herein, upon obſervation of 

. thoſe diſpoſitions, which qualifie men for the. peoples favour, 

we ſhall finde them to be, for the moſt part, either ativencile or * 

'greatnefle, 4} 

In ſome Pariſhes he can do melt, who though he hath neither * 

wealth, wit,nor heneſty, is yet molt active and buſie: and if this * 

bethe cholce, thoſe will be truſted with the Spirituall power that * 

: are apteſt to bring all toruine and confuſion. 5 

But if greatneſfſe beare the ſway, (as in moſt plzces it is like to * 
do) then ſhall men of great eftates and dealing in the world,great | 

- Landlords,Noble-men,and Gentlemen,be Lay- Elders : who will : 

uſe their power to enthrall their Tenants, Dependents,and Inferi- © 

guts to them, and bring the Yeomanry and- Husbandmen of :Eng- * 

land to ſucha ſlaverie, and vaſſillage under them, as that ſort of : 

men groaneunder in Scotland.. | —. 

. » - Fourthly, though Appeals may ſeem to afford ſome remedy, yet 7 

1s chat of littleuſe, beings matter of ſo much trouble and Chargeto ! 

: go from the-Pariſh-Seffionts the Clafiis, and from thence to the 

. Provinciall Aſſembly, and from thenceto the, Generall Agembly, 
-before a man can come at the Parliament : fo that very few men 
can make uſe of it. | - 
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" Wherefore fince Appeales leave the moſt men without reme- 
dy, itis a madneſſe to make thoſe men Judges 1n the ficlt inſtance, 
that are ſo like to judge amifle, ; 

Fifthly, the conſtitution of Generall Aſſemblies for the number 
of Miniſters and Lay-Elders tobe ſent from the ſeverall Presby- 
teries, being at the will of the ame Aſſembly, is very uncertaine, 
and may ſurpriſe thoſe that little dream of it, and take away all 
power from either theMiniſters er theLayty before they be aware. 
For if in ſome one Generall Aſlembly practiſes ſhall prevaile to0- 
yer-priſe one part with a greater number of the other ; that part 
that then gets all the power intotheir hands, will keep the other 
under irrecoverably : and of this mitchife Scotland will affoord an 
inſtance. | 

Laſtly ; in this forme of Government ſuch a multitude of men 
have a ſhire, that if they ſhall be found to abuſe their power to the 
prejudice of the State, it will hardly ever be poſlible to get it out 
of their hands again. | 

For example, if Church-Government be put into the hands of 
the Miniſters andLay-Elders of almoſt 10000. Pariſhes,and there- 
by ſome inconveniences not yet fore-ſeen (hal ariſe which ſhall in- 
duce the Stateto change it for another Forme : how ſhall they bg 
able to wreſt the power ont of the hands of a FaRion ſo nume- 
rous, who having found the ſweet of Rule will bee loath to part 
With it? | 


Of the exerciſe of thePresbyterianPower in Scotland,and the Lawes 
there impoſed on the peoples necks, 


[| T new remaineth that by confidering their particular Lawes we 
ſhew how grievous the exerciſc of thisPuwer wil be to all ſorts 
of men that live under it, 

I, It hath been.ſhewed already that the Presbyterian Gevern- 
ment requireth that all Miniſters be appointed by a popular elei- 
on,and utterly diſ-alloweth Patronages of livings that have cure of 
ſonles : which will be prejudiciall tothe Nobility and Gentry ,de- 
ſpoiling them of their inheritance. | | 

And ifany ſhall obje& that-either 1n this orany other matter 
their praRice differs from their rale, let him mark what caution is 
given inthe Preface tothe Bookes of Diſcipline, *Tediſtinguifh 
© betwixt the Kirks purpoſe a; intention in every partevlar ans 

__— their 


Presbyteriall Government 
© their poſſibility to performe and praiſe as circumſtances eon- 
** curred, er were contrary : and he (hall fiad that the practiſepre- 
* vailes onely b<cauſe they. want power toalter it, and that they 
& will never reſt ſatisfied, till they obtain their purpoſe. 

2. Theyareno better friends to the Miniſters, then to the No- 
blesand Gentry : tor their Lawes provide that they ſhall be kept 
poore enough, to make both them and their Dofrine ſervile to 
the peoples humours. 

Their Benefices mult be changed into ſtipends. , 

* That which is called the Benefice, ought to be nothing elſe 


< but the ſtipend of the Miniſters that are lawfully called, 2.8 0k, 


of Diſcip.Chap.3. | 

Theſe ſtipends muſt be raiſed out of the rents of the Tithes 
which are paid to the Dcacons by the owners, and out of them 
muſt the poore andthe Schooles be previded fer, as well as the 
Mimfiters. | 

« We think it a moſt reaſonable thing that every man have the 
< uſe of hisowne Tiends, provided that he anſwer to the Deacons, 
<« and Treaſurers of the Kirk , of that which in juRice ſhall be ap- 
< pointedunto him. Ve require the Deacons and Treaſarers ra-- 
' << ther to receive the Rents then the Miniſters themſelves;becauſe. 
<« that of the Tiends mult not onely the Miniſter be ſuſtained, but 
« alſo the poore and Schools. 1 Booke of Di/cip. 6. Head, Otfthe 
Rents, &c. | 

Yea the ſecond Book of Diſcipline, Chap.1 2.gocthfurther,and 
will have the Kirk Rents divided ia fourc portions, whezeol the 
Miniſter muſt be content with one,the other three to be for the 
Elders, Deacons, and other Kirk- Officers, Doors, Schools, the 
Poore, reparation cf the Kirks, andother extraordinary charges 
for the Kirk and Common-wealth:The words I omit for brevity. 

When all theſe collops are cut out, the Miniſters part is partly. 
taxed, and partly left to the curtefic of the Kirk, | 

< Tt is thought good that every Miniſter ſhall kaveat leaſt forty 
«.holls meale, twenry fix bolls malt, tofind his houſe bread and 
<< qrink,8 more, ſo. muckas the diſcretion ef the Church finds ne- 
« ceſlary,beſides mony tor buying ofother provifion-te kis- houſe, 
<< grid othicr neceſhiriess the modification whereof is referred to 
«the j of the: Kik,to be made every'yeare at the 


<iof rhe Elders 4nd Descons of the Kirk, 3.3 o0kef DjS5p-5, 7 : 


Ofthe proviſianfor the Mimithers, &c. . , 5 gs 
Ta > Dk ne i ey heir 


ks. 


Kiel 
F, 


—_ AE 


CO 


i a %.]  @ a 0 


. 
COIs — INE WE; ER TION 
SUE FRIR ABER It 


OE TO OS 9 E Ws ad; . $7 : s 2p 0 TEES "7 a, _ no ; £ 
Wnboweled. 


Their Glebes if they exceed fix Acres, they are content ſhall be 
detcined. 

«Tf any Glebe exceed fix Acres of ground, the reſt to remaine in 
« the hands of the poſſefſors till order be taken therein. 1.Booke of 
Diſcip.the 6, Head, 7 

3 Ingeneral this Govern:nent inſults upon the inflaved people 
With all ſorts of heavy burdens and vexxtions. | 
 Whenthey have brought theMiniſtery into ſo poore a condition 
that few but the loweſt of the people will willingly enter into it z 
then to ſupply that defeR, they have Lawes to compell mento 


take that funftion upon them, and Parents todedicate their chil- 


dren to it, by the cenſures of the Kirk and the Civill Power. 
« Your Honours with conſent of the Churchare boundby your 
« Authority to compell ſuch men as have gifts and graces ablets 
« edifie the Church of God, that they beſtow them where greateſt 
* neceflity ſhall be knowne. 1. Booke of D5ſcipline, 4. Head, Of 
admiſfion, | 
« The rich and potent may not be permitted to ſuffer their chil- 
« dren to ſpend their youth invaine idleneſſe, as heretoforethey 
* havedone; but they muſt be exhorted, and by the cenſure of the 
« Kirk compelled to dedicate their ſons by good exerciſes to the 
* profit of the Kirk and Commen-wealth. 1. Book of Diſcip. 5. 
Head. Sn c T,Of the neceflity of Schools. . 
_ « Andifany be fonnd diſobedient, and not willing to commu- 
© nicate the gifts and ſpeciall graces of God with their brethren, 
* after ſufficient admonition, Diſcipline muſt proceed againft 
* them:Provided that theCivilMagiftrate concur with the Judge- 
* ment and eleAion of the Kirk. 1,B00k Di/cip,9.Head,Sk ct. 
For Prophecying. | 
— With them it 15not enongh that the younger fort be catechiſed 
before their firſt admiſſion to the communion, but all perſons 
mult be held as children all their life long,and once a yeare atleaft 
be examined inthe principles of Religion : which examination 
(to uſe the phraſe of their own Book) ts liketo be ſharp enough, 
to thoſe that know not the wayes of molifying their Examiners. 
* Ofneccſlity we judge that every yeare at the leaſt, publique 
** examination be bad by the Miniftersand Elders of the knows» 
_ —_ of every perſon within the Kirk. 1, Book of Diſcip.9, Head, 


Of policy. 
' Thole thatthoughe twenty fix holydayes ig  yearen burtken 
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Presbyteriall Government 
if thisGovernment be brought in,muſt have one day inevety week 
taken from them ( beſides the Sunday ) and ſet apart for Sermons, 
and Prayers,from labour both by Maſters and Scrvants, at leaſt du- 
ring the time of the publique Excrciſe. 
< Every week once let the Congregation aſſemble to hear ſome 
< place of the Scriptures orderly expounded, P/alm-Book. Sn cr, 
Ofthe interpretation of the Scriptures. 
< In every notable town we require,that one day beſides theSun- 


< day be appointed to the Sermon, & Prayers: w® during the time 


< of Sermen mult be kept from all exerciſe of labour, as wel of the 
<« maſter as of the ſervant, 1.Booke of Diſcg. Head, Ot Policy. 

Thoſe that complained of the Biſhops Courts ence in three 
weeks a an intolerable vexation ; if this Government be ſet up, 
mult be yoked with aConſiſtory one day in every week: ſo that they 
ſhall have but foure dayes in ſeven free, to do their own buſineſſe, 

<< It is ordained that every Thurſday the Miniſters and Elders in 

« their Aſſembly or Conſfiſtory,diligently examine all ſuch faults & 
« ſaſpitions 32S may be eſpied,not onely atnongſt others,but chiefly 
<« amongſt themiclves, P/alme-Booke, SE CT. Of the weekly 
Aſſembly, &c. | 

If a man be acquitted of Homicide by the Temporall Judge,the 
Presbytery holding him to be guilty,take upon them to impoſe ſa- 
tisfactions upon kim at their diſcretion: which is both an affront to 
the temporal Judge,and a grievous vexation to the party, who per- 
haps is innocent, and maybe a pretence forthem to put their hands 
in the Subjeats purſes, if they ſhal thinke fit,to require a pecuniary 
mul for ſatisfaRion. 

< Tf the offender abide an Aſſiſe, and by the fame be abſolved, 
« then may not theChurch proneunce excommunication:bu! Jaſt- 
« ly tay exhortthe man,by whoſe hand the blood was ſhedioc. = 
« ter into conſideration with himſclfe how precious is the life of 
< man before God, and how ſeverely God commandeth blood, 
<« howſoever it be ſhcd except it be by th: ſword of the Migiltrate, 
<« to be puniſhed : and ſo.may injeyn unto him ſuch ſatistafions 


«to be made. publike to the Church as may beare teſtification, of * 


« his obedience, and unfained repentance. P/alzz- Bok, In the or- 
der of Excommunicatien. h 

_ That this preſumption. of their putting their hands into mens 
purſes isnot groundlefſe, may appear by another of their Conſtitu- 
tions, wherein they take uponthem to tax. damages upon capitall 


Fn | 


+ Hnbowelled,” \ * 
offenders convict before the temporall Judge, and to moderate 
between th-« ffender and the party offended,-in that point. 

**The ſentence of excommunication ence pronounced, the 
« Church may not ſuddenlyadmit the murtherer or convict adulte- 
<rer torepentance and ſociety of the faithfull, albeit that pradon 
« be purchaſed of the Magiſtrate : but fift ought inquifition to be 
<« taken, if the murtkerer have ſatjsfied the party cffended, that is, 
«the kinandfriends ofthe manſlains which if he hath not done, 
* neither 15 underſtood willingly ſo to doe, the Church in no wiſe 
<© may heare him, But and it he be willing to fatisfie, and the 
« friends exceed meaſure and the poſſibilities of him that com- 
< mitted the crime,«then ought the Church to put moderation to 
<« the unreaſonable, in caſe the Civill Magiſtrate hath not done ſo 
«before. P/alm Book. In the order of Excommunication. 

By their Lawes they make ſuch things puniſhable, as wil leave 
no man in ſafety with whom they have a mind to quarrel If a m:n 
conforme not his words, his gcltures, his expznces, his diet, his 
apparell totheir liking : nay, it they doe but ſuſpe& him tobe in- 
ordinate in theſe things, they convent him,and admoniſh him,and 
if he obey not their admonitions, they thunder out the ſentence of 

 Excommnication againſt him. 

« Wanton and vaine words, uncomely geſtures, negligence in 
< hearing the preaching, or abſtaining from the Lords Table when 
« jt is publiquely miniſtred, ſuſpicion of avarice, or of pride,ſuper- 
« flujity, or riotouſneſſe in chear or-rayment : theſe we ſay and ſuch 
« others that of the world are not regarded, deſerve admonition 
« amongſt the members of Chriſts body. If he continue ſtub- 
« borne, then the third Sunday ought he to be charged publiquely 
« to ſatisfie the Church for his cff:nce and contempt, under the 

« pain of Excommunication, P/alme- Booke, In the order of pub- 
like Repent:.nce. | 

This is an unheard oftyranny, when a man. may neither order 
his eſtate, nor weare a garment, nor eat, nor ſpeake, nor looke,but 
at their liking : yet this is not the wotſt, for theſe Lords para- 
mount, take ugon them tobe Judges not only of externall things, 
but evenin mens inward thoughts and afteQtions too, if they be 
by any means diſcovered to them. 

«The Magiſtrate handlcth externall things onely, and ations 
« done before men : but the Spirituall Ruler judgeth both inward 
G "OLE BB_E $4 | « affections, 
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Presbyteviall Government ” 
« affections, andexternallaRions in reſpe@ of conſcience, by the 
« Word of God, 2. Beokof Ds/. Chap.1. 


The Concluſion.” 


Oat of that which hath been ſaid, I conclude, 

\ [1 That this Form of Government would prove pernicious both 
to our King, Parliament, Miniſtery, and People : and that the rels- 
tions that have been publiſhed of the Presbyterians affronts dot 
to Regull powerin Scotland, their conteſts with Parliaments, the 
confuſions by them cauſed, and their injuſtice and tyranpie over 
the people : are very well confiſtent with their Principles. 

2 That thoſe who are fo earneſt to ſet up here that Government 
and Diſcipline, are therefore zealous for it becauſe they know it 
not, For etherwiſe it is hardly poſſible that any that will know a 
thing ſounlovely, ſhould be ſofarinlove with tt, 

Eſpecially if we conſider, that this which yet appears is but the 
Lions paw t his whole body is not yet ſeen,ner eaſie to be ſeen, but 


lies lurking (a great part of it) in the Regiſters of their Aﬀemblies 


and Seſſions never yet publiſhed to the world,ſo that all the judg- 
ment we can make of it is, that by the badnefle of that little that 
we ſee, we may ſuſpe& more of the reſt which we ſee not. 
FFor that there is yet much more unſeen, let the Preface of th 
Books of Diſcipline bear witnefle. 
* Under the nzmeof Diſcipline is to be underſtood, not onel 
« the particulars expreſſed in theſe two Books, but alſo the AAs, 
«Conſtitutions, and Pratices agreed upon and recorded in the 
<« Regiſters of the Generall and Provinciall Aſſemblies, Presbyte- 
« rjes and Kirk-Seffions. | 
3 That theforwardnefſe of the Scots to get it here eſtabliſhed 
proceeds not (in probability ) from any love they bear to thething 
1t ſelffor its own ſake: we may rather prefume that themſelves 
(except them whoſe turns are ſerved by it ) are weary of it. | 
Wherefore we have rather cauſe to ſuſpedt that there is fome- 
thing of Vlyſes in jt : and that they would bring Win upon us like 
the Trojan-Horſe with the belly full of armed men, to take our 
Troy-npvant ; that becauſe they know it cannot here be ſetled 
wikhour a War, nor that made without their aſſiſtance, they may 
uſe the help of our own hands to put their yoke upon _— 
h an 
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- | Mnbowelled; © 
and give Law toeur Nation, which they of late ſo much difdained 
to receive from us. | | 

30 That the Parliament hath done very pgudently in declining 
fo conſtantly the erecion of this Government. 1 with that their 
Decree of EleAion had been as provident as this of reprobation. 
For I confider,that in that mixt form of Government which in-; 
Read of it they have choſen for a time, they have not onely gift 
pleaſed the Presbyterians in that which they have denycd;but alſo 
the Brethren of the Congregationall Aſſemblies in diversthingy 
which they have granted : 2s namely, in excluding from theis 
voice in the Eleftion of Elders, thoſe that are not fatisfi.d of the 
lawfulnefſe of taking the Covenant and Servants, as if diffcrence 
of opinion.conld deprive men of thoſe priviledges wheteto they 
have a$good right as others that have no ſcrtples,or av1f inSpir» 
tuall things there were any diffcrerice bet ween bond and free: In 
forbiddingany tobe choſen an Elder but where kis dwdllingand 
moſt refidence is, whereas perhaps he cannot confent to be of that 
Congregation z:. In making thoſe Judges and Trycrs of Ele&tions 
which are not Members of that Congregation where the ele&ion 
is made: Inappointing « Subordination and Subjetion of Con- + 
gregationall Elderſhips to the Government of Cl:flicall, Provin- 
ciall,and Nationall Afemblies,and making them Judges of Ap- 
peals from the other:In forbidding one Congregation to admit 
him that is ſuſpended from another without their Cerrificate : In 
authorizing the Civill Power to judge Spirituall Cauſes, and in 
leaving therepentance and reſtoring of ſuſpended Perſons wholly 
tothe diſcretion of the Presbyterian Elderſhip. 

So, that this mixt Forme fot up by the Partiament, may prove - 
like the Interim of Chnrls the fitech, which being a middle way of 
Religion bet ween the Protcſtants and Papiſts made to reconcile 
them, and compoſe differences tilla means of more perfe& union 
might be found out,diſpleaſed both ſides, and by alienating them 
both from him,ſtopped the growing greatnes of that mighty Em- 
perour. And the like effeR may this Engliſh Interim preduce, dif- 
contenting both the fides,and provoking them to faile the Parhia- 
mer:t when they have molt need of them. 

Whereforeit would be conſidered, whether to avoid the diffi- 


"culties, otherwiſe inſuperable, it were not better ts be content 


with that Government, which was before; which would certainly 
con- 
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Eonciliate one ſide, and (if their profeſſions may be believed) leaſt L 
diſpleaſe the other two. _ 
or,as for the aliegation of theBiſhopsLands from the Church; | 

the hope whereof may perhaps make ſome menreſolute to perſiſt | 
in the endezyour to root out that Order : let them but confider | 
-how the firſt Book of the Scots Diſcipline, 6. Head, requires ther 
to bee - retained in the uſe of the Kirk ; how the ſecond Book © 
- Cho _ determines, that the alienation thereof to prophaneu- | 
ſtable Sacriledge before God, how their Plalme-Booke: | 
,ointSitin one of their Formes of publique Prayer to be confef- 

ſed as 2 grievons fin, how the Kirkof Scotland in their Declara- | 
tion made fince theſecimes, renew their claime againſt the poſs. 
feflors : Laſtly, what power the Presbyterian-Preachers will have: | 


' evertheconſciences & affe&ions of the multicude if that Govern». | 


ment go up, and by the multitude againſt all thatare not fav 4 
by them : and they will caſily conclude, that they cannot | 
_ then long in  Quict. | 


